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5 Top Tips for Supporting 
Students with Intellectual 

Disability

Dr Paula Kluth, Rachel Carr & Amanda Corby
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WELCOME

• Recording available until 7th May

• Certificate available to download 

• Visit www.illumelearning.com.au/2026-5-top-tips
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MELBOURNE – 20th May
TOWNSVILLE – 22nd May

BRISBANE – 25th May
TOOWOOMBA – 26th May

CHRISTCHURCH – 28th May
VIRTUAL – Access 1st - 30th  June
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EMBRACE EVIDENCE-INFORMED SUPPORTS 
FOR LEARNERS WITH DOWN SYNDROME

WHY IT MATTERS
• Understanding a diagnosis helps you teach intentionally, not reactively
• Research provides a starting point, not a fixed “how-to guide”
• Every learner is different → get to know individuals and adapt to them

EXAMPLES
Communication: Use visual supports (e.g. schedules, procedures, gestures)
Memory & processing: Break tasks into steps, reduce verbal load, use repetition

KEY TAKEAWAY
Evidence builds your toolkit, the learner guides how you use it
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RE-THINK THE ROLE OF 
TEACHING ASSISTANTS

• Deploy in ways in which TAs supplement rather than replace the teacher

• Avoid a TA being allocated to an individual student

• Provide the LEAST amount of help FIRST

• Encourage independence- allow wait time, avoid over-prompting, don’t hover, 

ask open-ended questions

• Assist student “readiness to learn”

DEPLOYMENT

PRACTICE
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TOWNSVILLE – 22nd May

BRISBANE – 25th May
TOOWOOMBA – 26th May

CHRISTCHURCH – 28th May
VIRTUAL – Access 1st - 30th  June
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SPECIAL OFFER
Use code BOOK at 

checkout to receive a copy of 
‘Don’t We Already Do Inclusion’ 

(plus a meet and greet with Paula where 
she’ll sign your book!)

Valid until midnight AEST Friday 24th April for 
General Tickets – in-person events only

*applies to new registrations only, 20 available
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FIND OUT MORE 

www.illumelearning.com.au/events
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